
THE SUNDAY SEPTEMBER

v

1903
s <

4

FLAT PROBLEM 11
OF NEW YORn

LIFE IN THE
HUNTING FALL
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Said a visiting Englishman recently
New Yorkers change their apartments

very time they disapprove of the color of
the janitors hair

Perhaps the Englishman was right
Anyhow lots of people are flat hunting
just now

The streets are full of them You can
tell them blocks off for they all wear wor

All tho jKople who have lived in Control
Park West Its nearby strttts or in liar
lem and have risen by subway explosions
instead of alarm clockH are now looking
for apartments In tho neighborhood of
Washington Square while those who have
breakfasted and 8tipi where the arch
rises and where the Fifth nvonuo stages
Btlll give an appearance of bucolic ease
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ON SOUBRETTE ROW h

tied looks as if no one loved them or war
ever going to Storn determination is
printed on their faces too

The flat hunters are divided into two
classes the uptown flat hunters and the
downtown It is easy to dis-

tinguish them
¬

are looking for apartments ahoy 125th
street

But these two classes is an
Indeterminate lass who dont know where
they want to go and aro not addicted to
extremes when it comes to choosing a
yearly home This clans is composed of
brides and bridegrooms of suburbanites
who are tired of chasing incoming and
outgoing trains of the flotsam and jetsam
of metropolitan life who are seeking the
unattainable the perfectly appointed home

j most of them demanding on an ini

perfectly appointed salary
The matter of leases la an important one
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LOOKING FOR A SKYLIGHT
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iniAs AS Dtvonci riEns
They Rricvil Separation Inn of the

llcrlt Kes or I IvIllMllnii
From Ihf Wafhiiinlnn Kienino Slnr

The Indians have discovered thn beuulloH
of the Dakota divorce laws red urn tnklnu-
lulvuntuge of them wild lien Andrew
Hurt to u newspaper man lit Fort Mycr it-
4enlly

At the present rateof iricrean the Indian
ilivorcii mill of Houth DakoU IK five
will b omi more expensive than llm ready
mule dlvurve fintories fur litstirner While
vn Indian divorce watt an unheard or
half u dtcudo Utfo olxteen pvlltloiH for

have been Hied at On coma
the lust year by full bluodud Kloux bucks
clad squswi JJIrorcc bur coma W Ui
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years

t tutu is
legal

kpi i ration aI luring
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Indians as om of the herlMKe of ulvlllzntion
Tin Indian olllclih hiiv been Irylni fur
twenty years to Induce the Indian to he

rie l according to the white haw

Now they have almost sucieeded Hut

the rune law has tutiifht them the IntcreHt-

liiU fuel that they eau change wives or IIIIH-

haiulH They fall to under tiind that UIH

divorce law I unytliliiK but a means to ohulii-

thn luxury of unlimited number of imr-

rlaxes Many bucks nnd who know
n and leer no niirk-

if etirpt thai of duties come
o the nttorneiH and noli for dl

vnrtex when tliey liave no reason but a
desire to funs new ThY point
o ollnr linliMM who have had muiy wive

mil why they annul when tin law pro
vldn the oilY

hen tin Indian tribe were placed on
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to this ever changing mass of Oat hunters
There is something permanent and stable
about a lease that does not reoomrmrnd
itself to the average nut hunter To take
out anything for a ytar ncems too binding-
In the mind of the Manhatumile is the
over recurrent thought Where will I-

bo in a year That is probably why mar
riage is so unpopular in Gotham

I always did hate taking out leases
says the bachelor and the marriage lease
is the hardest of all to break Dakota
statistics to the contrary notwithstanding
Lot a man try to break the marriage lease
nnd hell find that in comparison breaking
tho average flat lease In Now York is easy

Tho tint hunter however who knows
how can usually break the lease if ho wants

There are different ways of doing
this Perhaps that prevalent In the

circles is an good as any Said one
artist recently speaking of lib ability to
break leases

I was hard up I was doing the wrong
kind of girls Mine were the athletic
variety with flesh on their bones and to
the casual observer seemed able to cat
three good mails a day Then tho rage
for the rag and bone mid hank of hair girl
came in the attenutated picked robin
sort you know and I was stranded

Someway I could not got the hang of
these feminine elongates and I was at
my wits end with an expensive studio on
my hands for which I saw no prospect of
getting the rent The landlord was of
the stony hearted variety You might-

as well whistlo out of the window as tell
him hard luck stories

I told my talo to an artist friend who
had been luckier than I in pleasing the
popular taste Said he to me

All you have to do Is study mathematics
then add a few inches here and there to
tho feminine figure and you are all right
Add four ruches to the arm fourteen to

to
ar-
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Turn HISTORIAN

the legs keep on with the neck lines until
you have used up all the paint on your
brush and there you are

But this nothing to do with break-
ing leases you think When he found

has ¬

that I couldnt do the work in that way he
offered to help me out In releasing my
self from my obligations

A few nights after hfi rams around
with a crowd of congenial spirits The
spirits of the male and female order were
provided with Instruments of every de-

scription tho only requisite being that
they make plenty of noise Wo kept the
party up singing dancing playing until
nn early hour tho next morning

titer in the Jay the landlord appeared
If I didnt keep quieter HO he s ld the other
tenants would leave-

I remonstrated I had leased the studio
for tho and I considered it my

to entertain my friends
He didnt see it in that light Ho

couldnt afford to antagonize his other
tenants he said

I was cool and determined If I wanted-
to have j iities every night I should have
them The other tenants were not paying
my rent

in the heat of argument he or-

dered me out I rose I
would go I would not listen to another
word I began to pack while he was stand-
ing there I him that there were
plenty of other studios just as good

lull bedroom borrowed some
of a friend until I got on my feet

again Really if you know how leases
arent such nn nuisance

Children stories are vlfe among the agents
of flats to rent One man relates his ex-
perience as follows

was lately well
shoals of references ns to her financial
standing and objected strenuously to
children

I will not said shut lire any apart-
ment if there ore children In the house

Having wild this three times I began to
believe that the was KO determined that I
might as well capitulate I am a father
and havo not tin rooted aversion o
children that the uvurago flat hunter Funs
hilt I obediently crossed the application-
that I hail from a mother a
of two and told her that there were no
children in the house and I would not rent
an apartment to any one who had

me proiniso over nnd over
The other tenants wero
desirable too but I believed that a
lord in thin hand Is worth two the
bush rind rented the She ob-
jected to paying in advance because shut

alter shin got In and other
tenants brought children it would he her
loss for she would gut right out Her
husband I to mention was in every-
day evidence

A tow days after she was Installed in the
now I called to see if everything
was nil To my surprise 1 found
she children 1 was
with When I recovered I de-
manded n rjxplnnation

I thiik four children In an npnrtincnt
enough she

Sin Beomed to think that the subject was
nnd it was I hind got thin

worst of it but I never wild n word
rented too many apartments to women to
argue any point if I our it

of the trouble that women
with children Imvo in getting tutu iloslrnhta
flats wild u woman to thin

told he nbovo story I wen looking
around fur flats the other and was HO

tired that I stopped lit a friends house to

wild life their respect fur their own sorlal-
InwHdwindleil It WHS not tuna belore luniy
were living in utter ll reirnrd ot the
obligation Ilnckx BipniwR

iimws took on new without OilY
formality and without any reason except
their whims Jllgamy wire ITIIHIM

tribal It was to remedy tills
thut thn Govvrnineni otlldulH church
mishlomiiiert demanded thai tho Indiaim be
married ucKorilmit to the south Dnkotu law
Now tint they biivu hound about the di-

vorces returned tbulr old Its i

life through dlvnrrr avenue
Tin Indian uurmifn ol today IM n iurlonn

mixture of i ivi icd and tribal eer-
niunied I mif to give up their trad-
Iliinid eUHtmiH the iniliiiiis ere now iininii
both irlliai nvilind laws the
puck chooses iiiiw in tin mnnner of the
Nlnux then by u justice of
peers or u iiiiiisioiiary cliritynmn
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II

nH

right
Chll I

house ua

a

fllnlll

offences mIll

10

II Will

011111

the

privil-
ege

ended

inter-
viewer

rest

nod-

s husbands

lint

the

lust hese

mud
his

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

She was out and I was ushered in by one
of the children who was in childrens

dressed that u she had on
mothers gown and hat and was playing
with another little girl I
an easy chair and

children were playing and of course

scruples in to childrens tetea
totes One of tho children was the agent
and the other was the flat hunter

Apparently were experienced in the
for questions and

answered an knowledge
or flat life Finally one the agent to
the other

Yes madam your references seem to be
satisfactory and you will take a

two years first of all 1 must
ask If have

Two murmured the other Ive got-
a papa and a mamma

settles It said the agent in mas
we cant have I dont

the wouldlxMenant
That isnt my business was the re-

sponse Parents are objectionable she
her toe recov-

ered quicklyvery Theyre
so

more than else and dont
care for games and they re always having
company away the

No we cant have
Down in Washington Square the inter-

viewer found a woman so
remarkable that shut deserves to be im-

mortalized Said this woman who was
the maldofallwork and char
woman combined

I listened One not have ethical

to children or dogs bUt no parents
what can Y do with em

d
objectionable

par-
lance

to ream

object
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the neighborhood It had never
occurred to their that certain
blocks are to be avoided

Yet even with all the of a
perfectly appointed apartment and a lo

wife was
conscious of something in the air which
made her start and turn and look with
newly aroused suspicion at the passersby
and even the one ran
she was changing her mind In re

to the homo they so nearly

The hardest people I have to deal with
said another agent who was loquacious
on the subject of wrongs
are the Theyre always

for skylights-
I if hired a cellar they

would expect to get a skylight thrown in
Then theyre always light
Light

speaking of light he continued
the people expect to get all Hpht

rooms amuse mo want why
dont stay In the country
light is made We cant give em exposed

se-

lected

t

looking

were
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NO PARENTS ALLOWED

No I dont object to women Id rather
rent these apartments to women than
menHow is that was asked in surprise
AR the general opinion is that women are
not tenants

Its the torlmccor she admitted I
cant stand the sight of torbaccer It gets
in the curtains and in the carpets and

the house and even percolates into
the kitchen Why Id ten
women than one man with a pipe

of pipes the man

allover

And speaking

reached my limit Im going to see the
agentSeems to me I wouldnt says Isooth

Wouldnt Why not Sho was very
peremptory If the agent doesnt put
man leave

Seems to me I wouldnt says I again-

I will Why not
Well I says still soothingly You

ingl

THE 8EAHCH yon UOHT BOOMS

see its thus agent himself he lives right
above you-

Another time I was showing a lady
from tho country these flats
never lived in but a house and she
was that shun didnt see how it was
possible to live so near other

Oh I you seeits my
business to be soothing not

wont know but youre only people
hero

Just at that moment If believe
me a voice cumin floating through the win
dow and the words were as distinct as those
Im telling They were I am the
resurrection And the and after a

said the woman from
the country-

I was so surprised myself I couldnt
think for a Oh yes
Its the Janitors family next door theyre
having n

looked down through the court and
sure enough there was a crowd of
mourners a childs coffin outside and a
young minister rending the funeral service

woman began to
Isnt It she murmured Think

of being so near to people eo near to death
and that can it and not
to know or carol Now York is a terrible

Isnt it I bolievo Ill try and
my husband to in

In the journey for flathunting experi-
ences the came across three
men of widely different

lII illg
peoplepeople-

you know and didut want

troubled by em After a day or two you

vou

moment about eternal life

j

he

vou

How was asked that a trio so
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THE SIDEBOARD SYMPATHY

visitor a bachelor maids re-

cently looking at the narrow hall which ran
its and terminated in a bowl
like spaeo called the salon the owners
wore very ni listic tell inn how do you
clean this place Do you nee a straw

through Soubrette How the
interviewer a strange sight
They wero a couple with all the

marks of country They had
been looking at tints apparently np

buck has riot ins
popularity At milTleieiitly freipient Intervuli

are called are usually
held In itreul tutu The rid warriors and
equines th lr seats in u circle bilenlly

Presently lli Indians
comn III bucks are arrayed In till the

hUH them ill
the marriageable maidens renter thin tent
with coverings over their heads These urn

and rattle Hi every step
with beads And the teethe of

At iheslirmfl from an old the
ones bejjln to dunce It Is mi uncouth step
possessing no charm for the white man

a rhythm of movement the
young bucks from maiden to

their coverings and looking
ut the farcH underneath When at last the
buck has found Ids love be marches of
with her Inder the native customs the

U concluded wheti the Indian takes
hi bride to hi Upon

Ie

h

Till

Ih

I
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Its

tutu
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plumbing and dumbwaiters and elevator
service and light too Its asking too
much altogether too much

Ono of tho interesting characters met
with In a days wanderings the
flats to let is tho historian or loquacious
janitress who has a memory
for and rattles off of
her tenants like a phonograph in a barber
shop

I dont know why it Is she said mod-
estly but are always coming to mo
with their flat troubles a nice

amon

¬

and her mother here last year On
day the votiR woman comes to mo and
says says nho

I h ten you nnd shin sat down and
out her tale of woe Every night

waked up by sons man fnlllnirii iilntt
door I hear him come stuniliiirj up

tho stairs Then ny heart almost stops
heating for a minute or two Then dines
that awful thump anti then ho picks him-

self up and goes up another flight Thai
has l three times lately Ive

lint even tin hot blooded lamas been
lamed to to tin vivlllxed marriage
law When tit secret dance Is
the n t off fur the neiireft town or
church Justices of the In liaeoma
have been visliinl by as an thirty con tiles
ut the same time Immediate
marriage The missions urn
provliiK most however The Indians
urn and charmed by the elaborate
ceremony of the marriage co they
now look up these churches to llnluli tlm

custom of wivs and
husbands They went to be married by

form They think this more in
keeping with their own ceremony than the
few words In a Unity justices

An many of the Indlriri marrlaites must be
performed tliioimh so Flu di
yore are curried on
throuich Intermediaries It Is a novel sl ht
to witness uuppvr hued tiloux Indiana trlbwt
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dissimilar are flat mates
When a mat said the spokesman is

determined on matrimony and rant get
what he wants he takes whats coming
way Its the same with finding a flat mate
When want a companion to share your
troubles and usually
that till the congenial people the
afnnltiishavo on so you settle

not one Idea in common except perhaps-
to elude paying your rent as as
ble

with some one with nom havedown
¬

We ho continued are more fortunnto
than nest Wo have one bond sympathy
We turn all fund of the iontunM i
board When WH Irtided to
wn immediately went and bought a side-

board big enciuii fur three I

then isnt n bultlu or glass Untie
that wont hind tliw

After wo hud iKiiifilit the sideboard we

trir to find a flat to lit it you
thlnlc Ihat la easy You just try It if you
do

moil witli those wlni hew listers array
sittinic iihmil u Iliiirlriioiii and witnhlnjr lth-
miliiiiii imiii the till ut u mo len court

No UKreptilabli lrlniur
from thr IhilaJrltikia Krcard

For almost thirty years than lockup at
Nantueliil was unused by nny prisoner
luring pest summer sonin IhllndelphUn

the Jail havlnir heard that a tirlminT
hail Leer taken All old woman who proved-
to he the the

WliTes th asked ono of the
party I Jest sent him down to the
mi an was the reply I shouldnt
think that would be ventured lh-

siminier boarder Hi1 inUliC not rome
liak oim 111111 eirlulmeil the Jailor
its KOiuewhal testily J d heave you under
utaud thot u ouiy huvu priftouLTn

111 word
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NEW YORK THEATRE PRICES

MANY COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE
COST OF SEATS

Relation of the Managers and the Hetd-
Bpfvtilatora The Hex Offloe Rate
and Whit the PUblic lies to Pay No
Change for the Better Now In SlKhU

New York theatre prices are not likely-

to get any higher in spite of the occasional
threats of managers to raise them to 350
for the beet seats in the high priced theatres
There are some managers who remember-
the difficulty they had in making the In-

crease to from 100 and they are uncer-
tain as to the wisdom of that change

It is significant that two theatres recently
opened in New York have returned to the
old rate of 150 for an oroluwtra seat
than a decade ago that rate prevailed
of the best New York theatres

The increase to 2 meant for the general
public 250 Most managers Dome peo-

ple say all managers when a play ls
success put all the desirable seats in the
hands of hotel speculators The latter
make 250 the price for the public un
officially but none the lima positively

Recently the speculators have bleD
nelllng tickets for first nights at 3 Ju
at this season the audiences at the theatre
are greater than at any other

New York is full of strangers returning
homeward from resorts or here
on business and as their evenings are uo
occupied they naturally turn to the theatres
So the hotel speculators are just now

their theatre tickets to the transient
public that the managers talk BO muoh
about when they explain why they glr
the hotel speculators so many seats

The success of a new theatre opened thifl

2

Eastern
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¬
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year has set managers on
question of 150 as the standard price for
seats This theatre has presented the
same play for more than six months and
Is uniformly crowded The price of the
best seat in the theatre is 150 Of court
the play was a powerful attraction

One often hears the theatregoer com-

plain of high prices
Why 1 saw a little farce the other night1

one will say with only one good actor
in It and a company supporting him that
certainly have cost very Yet
1 had to pay the some for a teat
that is in theatres that

productions That doesnt seem to
me a game even thought the house wu
crowded

One theatrical manager answered this
with an argument commercial-

life
I have a friend he said who makes

an ink bottle that costs him 24 cents but
he sells it for 125 because most persons
consider it the most convenient
in the world

Now he could make a by
selling the bottle for onethird its present

But why should he take money
when all those who want his ink
must come to him and his price or do
without it He has a monopoly that
invention and nobody can on it

The theatrical manager with a successful
farce that want to see la in exactly
the same position Ho has a monopoly-
on the public wants
has the to charge he can

for this play
It is on this principle that managers

raise their pi them up even
though profits might in the long run be

rates They know that
the public will pay the price to see
what wants

The question of ticket speculation which
has
the public are continually asking

should always have to for
seats more than the box office price
if to get anywhere near the stage
The answer course that the
seats are given to the speculators although
large at pro
cia m that tickets purchased from specu
lators are worthless

You must remenber one of the man-
agers said to a SUN reporter that there are
two of speculators Those favored
by the headquarters In
the hotels and restaurants

They receive from every theatre which
is offering a successful play all the beet
seats back to It is said
that only of these seats are given-
to the speculators That the
number when Is a failure or only-
a moderate success

When it is a notable success the entire
theatre is handed over to those hotel specu-
lators who whatever they want

You ask what advantage thus is to the
theatre managers It merely increases
their receipts about 8 cent

For every ticket that costs at the box
office J2 these favored speculators 325
The theatre guarantees to back at
this all not sold by oclock
on the night of the If you
doubt to a theatre between 810
and 830 and we how much more likely
you are to get good seats than if you wont
at 2 in the afternoon-

All these hysterical warnings Against
speculators ATe meant to not

nor patrons of the theatres but
the speculators are willing to pay
this on the tickets

I dont see how the evil is to he abated
so a the is willing to the
extrn hotel price without n protest These
agencies exist in all countries nnd the rich
are to the additional cost rather
thin take the trouble cf going to the theatre

Us It only the rich that lint
nffefUiI although when henry Irving or
Sarah Pernl ardt plays n successful

here the managers turn over
pallerleR an well ns thin orchestra peats to
the speculators always on tin pretext that
it Is to strangers in town

TIlE THERMOMETER SCALE

now It Ilnnponrd to De Dltiled In
Apparently Senuliss Hay
From the American Inrtrlnr

Why should the freezing point be marked
2 and th hotline point 212 degrees

the Fahrenheit thermometer scale Most
students know that Its Inventor divided

between these points into INO d-

rern Instead of simpler nee degrees used
n the cemicrade system hut Jew

stand how llils CUIIH to lie chosen
writer thus explains the matter
The thermometer was really invented

Sir Isaac Newton He started Ids scale
ifllli the hunt of the hiitniin body tad
is his Instrument a this tube with
hushed oil TIlt lowest llsure nn the scale
wax the freezing point mud the Muliist point

ohar elabo-
rate
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water I lie this
scale ns inuntloinii was tin Next of the
liuinnn body which he nlletl by round
number I n the duodecimal system KM-
llHti in common use Ha the space
between tin freezing point mill the tem
p riitur of the hinny Into 12 points and stilted

in HS the must Itn nearly three
Heirs that ol tlie human body

When Knlirenlielt took up the subject a
few yenrs Inter lie used the instru-
inenl hut flouting the semis not file
dlvil each dnitree Into two hurts and q
Wade the niiNrilire between III end
lulling 21 instead of i aliren
hilt h n discovered h could obtain u lower
dt irree of rold than fre ine end taking
a inliliire ol lee aiid stilt for a Murmur point
h i point iii to luxly heal

tnoiisuienifrit In obtained s fat freez-
ing point end ul for the hoililiir point HU
scab roe rnd Xrro frielnir s
21 mill boiling water 11 It will li noticed
that this Identically Hint of New

unit Htirtiiitf lower red laving
mmiliprs doiililed

It was with this wale Mhpi Fahrenheit
nrkiil for u lone then lint
the temperntiirc divisions uio Im-

illrltlerl eaeh gre lulu tinr pnrtn Multi-
plying the iiumh rM IIIMI Biviii four
tliirinorneier Hine no in IIM r Hultn

Thin hnn liolei of of ihe
13 to rpreeHiiil the body hat tri
iirenent Iheriiioinetir nali evrn Hi yard
ri taiidltili KiiiaMirinoii iiuill
meaxuriB of purls of tin hell end
IIB the width rnllrond iirrliue sea
ileterinlneil the li n Mini
d t riiilriid by ihe ni lili b i iiii tlui cart
hlit tieerHwiry to beer n loml whlcii Mid

couifurtubly be drawl by a wine

till
2
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lest till Lolling puiut of water shout
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